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Artesian water was discovered in Roswell in 1890. 

By 1910 there are 1,082 artesian wells in the district, many being allowed to flow year round. 

1912 delegates from Roswell successfully lobbied the NM Legislature to pass a law forbidding the waste 

of water. There was little to no enforcement and more wells are being drilled. 

1915 at least 1,242 artesian wells in the RAB   

1918 area farmers are denied federal loans from the U.S. Department of Agriculture due to overly 

saturated soil. 

1920 Roswell Chamber of commerce petitioned the NM Legislature for $5,000 to have USGS do a 

hydrologic survey. Survey served to define the boundaries of the artesian aquifer and found 225 free 

flowing wells, causing the artesian pressure to drop and creating drainage problems. 

1927 Roswell delegation crafts legislation to apply prior appropriation doctrine to groundwater, giving 

the OSE authority over groundwater and any new wells to be drilled. 

1930 revised bill passes the legislature as well as legislation allowing for the creation of an artesian 

conservancy district with taxation authority. Funded through a mill levy set by the board of directors, 

land owners within the district boundaries pay the mill rate which can range up to 5 mills. 

September 8th, 1931, PVACD is created. It’s mission, to conserve the waters of the Pecos Valley.  

The District is governed by an elected five member board of directors, each serving a six year term and 

has taxing authority of up to 5 mills. 

The boundaries of the district follow the Pecos River from about 20 miles north of Roswell, South about 

90 miles to Brantley reservoir and extend west from the river about 20 miles.   

 1932 PVACD plugged 16 wells 

1956 PVACD started the adjudication process that would take 10 years and result in the reduction of 

12,000 irrigated acres. 

1966 court decree set allocation of water at 3 acre feet per acre with .5 acre feet allowed for carriage 

loss. Court order also required all points of diversion be metered and PVACD was to be responsible for 

installing and maintaining all meters as well as reimbursing the OSE for the costs of the Water Master. 



From 1959 to present, PVACD has bought 23,905.32 acre feet of water rights, the equivalent of 7,968.44 

acres of farm land, in an effort to bring the aquifer into balance. Of the 23,905.32 acre feet of water 

rights that the district has acquired, 2,843 acre feet of water rights (947.67 acres of land) have been 

permanently retired from production.  

  

2014 PVACD raised its mill levy from 2 mills to 4 mills to fund new water rights acquisitions, in an effort 

to avoid a priority call. 

To date, PVACD has spent about $13.3 million acquiring water rights in the Pecos Valley. 


